[An autopsy case of thymic carcinoma producing various tumor markers and the examination of 222 autopsy cases of thymic malignant tumor in Japan].
The autopsy of a 76-year-old Japanese female patient, which revealed thymic carcinoma with various tumor markers such as NSE, CYFRA, and CA-125, is presented. The patient died from hepatic failure because the liver was overtaken by the tumors. At autopsy, the thymic carcinoma was found to have metastased only in the liver. From microscopical analyses and electron microscopical findings, we diagnosed poorly differenciated squamous cell carcinoma of thymic origin. In the histochemical analyses, the tumor cells were positively stained in CA 125, CA 19-9, EMA, NSE, AE 1, AE 3, CEA, S-100, glimerius and Bcl-2. These date suggest that the tumor cells produced various tumor markers. In 222 autopsy cases of thymic malignant tumor observed in Japan over a period of 4 years, the dominant pathohistological image was squamous cell carcinoma. It is interesting that the greatest number of combined malignant tumors with thymic malignancies were thyroid papillary carcinomas.